
BROADBEACH STATE SCHOOL

2023 Prep Information Session



Our Intent
 Provide and overview of our school

 Provide you to put faces to the names of key people

 Help you to be prepared for you and your child’s transition to school

 Dispel some worries

 Clarify expectations 
 Ours
 Yours

 Answer specific questions



Broadbeach State School

 Opened in 1960

 Positive reputation in wider community based on hard work in pursuit 

of excellence – fiercely protected

 Proud, dedicated and highly-trained staff

 Signature instructional practices revolve around proven methods

 Approximately 1170 students

 Multicultural 

 “Uniform” School – ratified by P&C Association



Argentina – 1
Azerbaijan - 1
Brazil – 7
Cambodia – 1
Canada – 2
Chile - 2
China – 15 
Columbia – 2 
Czech Republic – 3
Denmark – 1
Finland - 2
France - 4
Hong Kong – 12
India – 7
Israel - 1 

Israel - 1
Iran – 3
Japan – 11
Kenya – 1
North Korea - 1
South Korea – 8
Lebanon - 1
Macau – 1
Macedonia
Mexico – 3
Moldova - 1
Nepal – 1
New Zealand – 25
Pakistan -2 (0)
Philippines – 4
Romania -1 

Russian Federation – 5
Singapore - 5 
Slovenia – 5
Spain – 1
Slovakia - 2
South Africa – 2
Taiwan - 2
Thailand – 7
Turkey – 2
Uganda - 2
Ukraine – 3
United Kingdom - 15
United Arab Emirates – 1
United States America – 20
Venezuela - 1
Vietnam – 4

Countries of Birth



Amharic - 1
Arabic – 3
Azeri - 1
Bosnian – 2
Chinese (all) – 46
Croatian – 1
Czech – 2
Dutch – 2
Filipino – 1
Finnish – 2
French – 15

German – 4
Greek - 2
Guajarati – 2
Hebrew – 3
Hindi – 7
Indonesian – 3
Italian - 1
Japanese – 54
Khmer – 2
Korean – 11
Lithuanian - 1

Serbian – 3
Slovak - 3
Spanish – 18
Swahili - 1
Swedish – 1
Tagalog – 2
Thai – 10
Turkish – 2
Ukrainian - 1
Vietnamese – 10

Languages Spoken at Home 

Macedonian – 3
Maori – 3
Mongolian – 1
Nepali – 2
Persian – 8
Polish – 2
Portuguese – 25
Punjabi – 3
Romanian – 2
Russian - 25
Sinhalese – 1



Curriculum and Signature Instruction

 Australian Curriculum

 Targeted teaching based on Zone of Proximal Development

 Explicit and Direct Instruction

 Short to long-term memory

 Frequent checking for understanding

 Reporting face-to-face and written twice each year

 “Healthy Minds”



Highly trained and dedicated staff

 Teachers are experts in education

 Teachers work together to address learning needs

 Teachers are supported by Heads of Sub-schools and other school leaders

 Paraprofessionals support teachers through provision of instruction

 Acknowledge that parents have been first teachers

 May seek your assistance to access experts beyond the school



Learning through challenge

 Significant challenges will be met and conquered by students in Prep

 They will learn to be organised, persistent, resilient, confident

and to get along with others

 They need you to help them by giving them the latitude to “fail”

 “Helicopter” “Curling” parenting

 Students own their own behaviour – let them

 Acknowledge and ask, “what do you plan to do?”



Supporting Students with a Disability
Special Education Program:

Provides an inclusive and welcoming environment for all children

 Ensuring Every student succeeds

 Parents are valued partners who are critical in the journey towards a 

more inclusive education system



Long Term support

 Disability, Global Development delays, complex health needs, social 

emotional health and wellbeing

 We respond to individual needs with a goal that all students are 

learning alongside their peers

If you have a student with 

additional needs 

please make time to connect with 

the school team



Is your child ready for school?

How can you help?
What should 
they know?



Physical

Independent

Emotional

Whole Child
Development

=
School Ready

Social

Cognitive



Independence

 getting dressed  

 shoes and socks

 toileting 

 managing their lunch box

 packing their kindy bag

 having a go - trying



Social Skills 

 play games with rules

 build patience

 teach turn-taking and sharing

 listening games - follow instructions – 3 steps

 encourage empathy for others

 use words to ask for help



Emotional Resilience

 separation from family

 manage feelings - things go wrong - that is okay

 try new or tricky things

 persist to complete tasks

 get enough sleep

 build self-regulation

 wait and show patience  



Physical

Gross Motor

 Climbing

 Balancing

 Hopping

 Skipping

 Crawling



Physical

Fine Motor 

 Clicking fingers

 Finger plays

 Playdough

 Colouring

 Drawing

 Threading

 Cutting



Cognitive

 Cognitive development means how children think, explore and figure 

things out.

 Brain development is part of cognitive development.

 Cognitive development refers to a set of intellectual abilities that 

researchers consider to be ‘normal’ for an infant, toddler, pre-schooler 

or child starting Prep.



All aspects of child development are interconnected. For example, a child’s 
ability to learn new information is influenced by his ability to interact 
appropriately with others and his ability to control his immediate impulses.



Independent

Emotional

Whole Child
Development

=
School Ready

Social



What is social & emotional development?
The change over time in children’s ability to react to and interact 
with their social environment. It is complex and includes many 
different areas of growth. 

• temperament: the way a young child acts and responds 
to different situations, caregivers, and strangers

• attachment: the emotional bond between a child and 
caregiver

• social skills or social competence: the ability to get 
along with other people

• emotion regulation: the ability of a child to control his or 
her emotions and reactions to the environment



Healthy Minds

You Can Do It!

 The keys to success





Changes
• Physical environment: space, size of buildings, location, types 

of toilets, number of other children.

• Rules and Procedures: times are more structured, eating and 
toileting rules, different rules for playground and classroom, 
lining up, putting up hand to speak.

• Relationships: meeting lots of new children and adults, 
responding to children of different ages, different teachers for 
different subjects.

• Learning: more formal experiences, structured times 
expectation to do set tasks, increasing independence.



Big School – Big Differences to Kindy
• Playground
• Eating Time
• Energy Levels – impact at home
• Trust in our teachers



Our Prep Playgrounds



Our Prep Playgrounds



Play and Perspective
 Children will describe an event from their own perspective, 

however the developmental perspective of an average five year 
old can be a little egocentric.  

 Seeing things from another perspective can sometimes be difficult 
for adults, so young children find this concept particularly 
complex.  

 This may cause conflicts at playtime, especially with imaginative 
games. Whilst one child may be role-playing as part of their game, 
the other child might be less familiar with the rules or character 
roles.  

 As adults, we have to consider each child’s perspective and be 
careful not to cloud the situation with our own adult views.   



Communicating in Play

 Children may not have the language skills to articulate the 
events or their feelings accurately. 

 When another child wants to play the game differently or 
doesn’t want to play the same game, initial reactions to this 
include feeling hurt, angry or frustrated.  These feelings may 
cause a child to lash out, cry or report that the other child was 
‘mean’ or ‘not their friend’. 

 An example is explained by child psychologists in this clip. 



 A child may attempt to get their own way with peers 
through negotiation. 

 Their repertoire for negotiation is often limited to, ‘I won’t 
be your friend’, or ‘you can’t come to my birthday’ – (even 
if said birthday is 11 months away and no party has been 
planned). 

 An example is explained by child psychologists in this clip. 

Communicating in Play



New Classmates

I do

Pete Persistence

“My name is Pete Persistence and I 

never give up, even when something 

is tricky or not fun to do.”



New Classmates

I do

Gabby Get Along

“My name is Gabby Get Along and I 

like to get along with other people. 

I work and play nicely with other 

children ”



New Classmates

I do

Connie Confidence

“Hi, my name is Connie Confidence and 

I always speak confidently and give 

work a Red Hot Go, even when I am 

worried or if I’ve made a mistake ”



New Classmates

Oscar Organisation

“My name is Oscar Organisation 

and I am always organised. I 

finish my work on time and look 

after all of my belongings.”
I do



New Classmates

I do

Ricky Resilience

“My name is Ricky Resilience and I 

am resilient. I know how to calm down 

when I’m sad, angry or worried about 

something.”



Physical
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Emotional
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Cognitive
 Cognitive development means how 

children think, explore and figure 
things out.

 Brain development is part of 
cognitive development.

 Cognitive development refers to a 
set of intellectual abilities that 
researchers consider to be ‘normal’ 
for an infant, toddler, pre-schooler 
or child starting Prep.



Important cognitive skills are:
 Attention and response

 Language learning

 Memory

 Thinking

 Information processing

 Problem-solving

 Simple reasoning

 Understanding cause and effect

 Pattern recognition



Numbers, Shapes and Colours



Measuring, spatial awareness, position



Memory, thinking, problem solving 





How you can support your child’s 
cognitive development?

TED Talk 
by Molly



Cognitive

Oral Language is the key
 Engage them in conversation (back & forth)

 Read; sing; question and talk.

 Listen to them – ask them why?

 Help them recount the events of the day.

 Repeat phrases and pronounce correctly.



Cognitive

Oral Language is the key
 Listen and answer accurately & patiently

 According to a 2017 Independent UK article, children 
ask about 73 questions per day. This can be 
challenging – especially for first-time parents. Yet, the 
“why stage” of a child is a crucial part of their cognitive 
development.



Cognitive

Oral Language is the key
 Engage them in conversation (back & forth)

What is your 
favourite activity to 
do outside?

What could you do 
today that would 
make you smile?

If we went to the 
park, what are some 
things we might see?

Where would be a 
good place to build 
a cubby house?

If you invite a friend 
over, what are some 
activities you could 
play?



Cognitive

Oral Language is the key
 Recount the events of the day

 This can be a difficult skill for some children. The primary goal is 

to encourage talking.

 Many children will require specific questions i.e.. who did you sit 

next to at lunch time? Did play in the home corner today?



Cognitive

Oral Language is the key
 Repeat phrases and pronounce correctly

 The technical term for this is ‘recasting’. It is simply 
rephrasing what your child says to you correctly while 
making it clear that you understand what he/she meant.

 It involves the adult ‘correcting’ mistakes as part of the 
conversation but places no expectation on the child to 
copy the correction- even better if they do however!



Cognitive

Oral Language is the key
 Repeat phrases and pronounce correctly

For example:

Child: ‘Dog be friendly one?’
Adult: ‘Yes, the dog is friendly.’

Child: ‘Boy he kick it, the ball. On the goal.’
Adult: ‘Yes, the boy kicked the ball. He kicked it into the goal.                 

The boy kicked the ball into the goal.’

Child: I see two cat.
Adult: Yes, you see two cats, don’t you?





Singing and Rhyming



Why is oral language important?
 To communicate and play with their friends

 To express their needs and feelings

 To share their experiences and ideas

 To follow directions in class and at home

 To complete tasks in the classroom

 Oral language is the foundation for developing 

reading and writing skills



Communication difficulties
Communication difficulties can be invisible –

you can’t always tell someone has them!



Hearing Health

• Good hearing health is important 

for speech and language 

development, and much more 



Our Prep Classrooms











Teaching Reading at Broadbeach SS



The Simple View of Reading    Gough & Tunmar, 1986

The ultimate goalSchool programs

Development of 
this started 

4 yrs ago



Heggerty’s





Handwriting …





Tips for teaching the correct pencil grip:

Strengthen finger muscles – climbing, swimming, throwing, hanging 
…… Lego, plasticine, digging, pegs, spray bottles

‘OK’ fingers, birds pecking beak

Mum and dad in the front and kids in the back

Hold a small pom pom, scrunched tissue, rock in the palm to 
keep fingers in the back.



Casey Caterpillar Handwriting Program

Casey Caterpillar













The First Day
• Be prepared – uniform, shoes, socks
• Practise wearing everything!
• Have a spare change of clothes in bag
• Eat a nutritious breakfast
• Include your child in the lunch packing so 

they know what to expect
• Drink bottle with water
• Label everything!
• Have an exit plan and stick to it.
• Tea, Tim Tams and Tissues back in the James Centre


