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Our Intent
This session will help with the clarity required to build relationships and 

future communication. We will:

 Provide an overview of our school

 Provide a connection with key people 

 Help you to be prepared for you and your child’s transition to school 

 Dispel some worries

 Clarify expectations  - Ours and Yours

 Answer specific questions



Broadbeach State School

 Opened in 1960

 Positive reputation in wider community based on hard work in pursuit 

of excellence – fiercely protected

 Proud, dedicated and highly-trained staff

 Signature instructional practices revolve around proven methods

 Approximately 1100 students

 Multicultural 

 “Uniform” School – ratified by P&C Association



Enrolment Management Plan

 Catering for those in our catchment

 Proof of principal place of residence for the student

 All details can be found on the website

 No students taken from outside catchment  



Attendance
 Every minute counts – instruction is systematic

 Target of 95%

 Unauthorised absences

 Individual and class recognition of positive attendance

 Do not attend if unfit – advise office (phone, Qparents, email) 

 Same day reporting of unexplained absences

 Punctuality = respect



Communication

 QSchools, Qparents

 Website, P&C FaceBook, SMS, telephone calls, emails, notes

 Newsletter

 Teacher will have preferred methods

 Feedback to teacher about learning and classroom related topics

 Appointments with leaders through the office



Costs

 Student Resource Scheme - $265 (no increase since 2017)

 Uniforms

 Excellence programs

 Excursions



Supportive Parent Body

 Respect for our staff

 Parents share our pride in the school

 Our vision is to continue to build a stronger school 

community by connecting with each other

 Find a way to contribute

 Very supportive Parents and Citizens Association

 The executive members are keen to meet you



Highly trained and dedicated staff members

 Teachers are experts in education

 Teachers work together to address learning needs

 Teachers are supported by Heads of Sub-schools and other school leaders

 Paraprofessionals support teachers through provision of instruction



Curriculum and Signature Instruction

 Australian Curriculum

 Targeted teaching based on Zone of Proximal Development

 Explicit and Direct Instruction

 Short to long-term memory

 Frequent checking for understanding

 Reporting face-to-face and written twice each year

 “Healthy Minds”



Learning through challenge

 Significant challenges will be met and conquered by students in Prep

 They need you to help them by giving them the latitude to “fail”

 “Helicopter” “Curling” parenting

 Students own their own behaviour – let them

 Acknowledge and ask, “what do you plan to do?”



Some advice

 Trust the teachers and the school – we are the experts in this space

 Build a relationship with your child’s teacher and communication

 Stay abreast of what is going on - newsletter, website, apps 

 Connect with other parents – especially some who have older students

 Take care with social media – you, and your children

 Be a supermodel!



BBSS Parent & Citizens Association

A committee of volunteers working together to contribute to our school's resources, 
improve school facilities, and foster a connected school community for all our students 
and their families.

 P & C Committee: Executive team and P&C members

What is a Parent & Citizens Association (P&C) ?



What does our P & C do?



What does our P & C do?



What does our P & C do?



Broadie Bite & Uniform Shop
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Preparing your child for Prep



Peta White – Deputy Principal

THE IMPORTANCE OF PREP

 The PREP year of schooling is a very important year that prepares

your child for future success.  

 We will continue to build on the foundations laid by you and the 

ECECs. 



How can you help your child to be ready 
for school?

What should 
they know?



Physical

Independent

Emotional

Whole Child
Development

=
School Ready

Social

Cognitive



Independence
 getting dressed  

 shoes and socks

 toileting 

 managing their lunch box

 packing their kindy bag

 having a go - trying



Social Skills 
 play games with rules

 build patience

 teach turn-taking and sharing

 listening games - follow instructions – 3 steps

 encourage empathy for others

 use words to ask for help



Emotional Resilience
 separation from family

 things go wrong - that is okay

 try new or tricky things

 persist to complete tasks

 get enough sleep

 build self-regulation



Physical
Gross Motor

 climbing, balancing, hopping, skipping, crawling

Fine Motor 
 clicking fingers, finger plays, playdough, colouring, 

drawing, threading, cutting









Cognitive

Thinking
 Puzzles; dice games; memory games

 Get them thinking asking them why?



Numbers, Shapes and Colours



Cognitive
Oral Language is the key
 Engage them in conversation (back & forth)

 Read; sing; question and talk.

 Listen to them – ask them why?

 Help them recount the events of the day.

 Repeat phrases and pronounce correctly.



Oral Language
 Engage your child in listening

 Listening games - follow 2 step instructions then 3

 Sing songs and recite rhymes

 Read out loud and be expressive



Singing and Rhyming





Learning opportunities are everywhere

 Every day – incidental opportunities

When?



Why?  10 Good reasons….
1. A relationship with your child
2. New experiences
3. Better communication skills
4. Improved speech and vocabulary 
5. Mastery of language 
6. Develops concentration and listening skills
7. Associates reading with enjoyable experiences
8. Strengthen academic success
9. Teaching the basics of how to read a book
10. Logical thinking skills



Words and Reading
• Start with words they see often
• Books that are familiar – point out the 

name of the character 
• Words that start with the letter in your 

child’s name



Where? ...    Everywhere
• At home- bedroom/ comfy chair -quiet
• In the kitchen- pantry, cooking, eating…
• Cafes, restaurants
• In the living room- TV guide
• At the supermarket
• In the car- number plates, road signs, maps





Getting Ready For Prep

 Visit the school in advance – visit the website, look at photos and discuss the school

 Talk to your child about procedures and routines – be organise

 Teach the basics – take simple messages, name items, greetings, manners

 Promote literacy and numeracy – read to them

 Prepare for separation – sleep overs, stay with grandparents/family/friends

 Confidence – ensure they know their name and can talk about themselves and things they 

like to do

 Be supportive but be prepared to let go – have an exit plan for self



Prep Experience Days

 3 visits for 1.5 hrs rotational activities in our Prep classrooms

 This is an opportunity for the children to see what Prep rooms look 
like and the types of activities that they might experience

 While children are busy exploring parents will attend another 
information session which provides more targeted information

Later in the year
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Child Development



All aspects of child development are interconnected. For example, a child’s 
ability to learn new information is influenced by his ability to interact 

appropriately with others and his ability to control his immediate impulses.
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Inclusion Team
• Caroline Dew

• Head of Special Education Services

• Wendy and Kathleen
• Physiotherapist and Occupational Therapist

• Lucy Robson
• Speech Language Pathologist



What is Inclusion?
Students attend their local state school or education 

centre and be welcome



Learn in a safe and supportive environment, free 
from bullying, discrimination or harassment

Students access and participate in a high-quality education and fully 
engage in the curriculum alongside their similar-aged peers



Guided by the 
Education Queensland
Inclusive Education Policy





Exclusion

Students are directly or indirectly prevented 
from or denied access to education 
in any form. 



Segregation  

Students learn in separate environments, designed or 
used to respond to their particular needs or impairment, 
in isolation from other students



Integration  “not necessarily a step towards inclusion”

Students are placed in schools or educational settings 
with their similar-aged peers but adjustments are not 
made to meet their individual needs. 
This limits their ability to fully 
access or participate in learning. 



Achieve academically and socially with reasonable 
adjustments and supports tailored to meet their learning  
needs



Communication is in everything we do!

For example, getting ready for school each 

day. Here are some of the communication 

skills you need for that:

Know what 
school 
means

Understand 
week days 

vs. 
weekends

Understand 
time

Sequence 
skills – the 

order 
things go in

Understand 
instructions

Prediction 
skills –

knowing 
what to 

expect at 
school

Ask 
questions –
“where are 

my 
shoes?!”



Communication difficulties
Communication difficulties can be invisible –

you can’t always tell someone has them!



Why is oral language important for your children ?

To communicate and play with their friends

To express their needs and feelings

To share their experiences and ideas

To follow directions in class and at home

To complete tasks in the classroom

Oral language is the foundation for developing reading and 
writing skills



Multilingual children
Do you speak another language at home?

Wonderful! Keep going 



• Good Models for Speaking and Listening
• Talk a lot!

• Interactive Environment
• Purpose to Communicate (have something to say)
• Expectation to Communicate (expect they ask/respond)
• Play and Imagination 
• Books
• Language Repetition: rhymes, songs, games, stories
• Encouragement to talk in a variety of situations with a variety of 

people
• Opportunities to use and practice language.

How do children learn to develop their language skills?
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Preparing for Big School



Big School – Big Differences to Kindy

• Playground
• Eating Time
• Energy Levels – impact at home
• Trust in our teachers







Play and Perspective

• Children will describe an event from their own 
perspective, however the developmental 
perspective of an average five year old can be 
a little egocentric.  

• Seeing things from another perspective can 
sometimes be difficult for adults, so young 
children find this concept particularly complex.  



Play and Perspective

• This may cause conflicts at playtime, especially with 
imaginative games. Whilst one child may be role-playing 
as part of their game, the other child might be less 
familiar with the rules or character roles.  

• As adults, we have to consider each child’s perspective 
and be careful not to cloud the situation with our own 
adult views.   



Social Emotional Behaviours

• Varying development levels and social 
experiences

• Differentiation -
• Social Development - norms
• Playground upsets and conflicts are inevitable
• School Code of Conduct
• Confidentiality



Play and Language

• Children may not have the language skills to articulate the
events or their feelings accurately.

• When another child wants to play the game differently or
doesn’t want to play the same game. Initial reactions to this
include feeling hurt, angry or frustrated, this can cause a child
to lash out, cry or report that the other child was ‘mean’ or
‘not their friend’.

• An example is explained by child psychologists in this clip.



• They may attempt to get their own way with peers through
negotiation.

• Their repertoire for negotiation is often limited to, ‘I won’t be your
friend’, or ‘you can’t come to my birthday’ – (even if said birthday
is 11 months away and no party has been planned).

• An example is explained by child psychologists in this clip.

Play and Language



Zones of 
Regulation

Teaching kids how to foster Self-Regulation and Emotional Control

At school we will teach...



BLUE ZONE

We do



GREEN ZONE

We do



YELLOW ZONE

We do



RED ZONE

We do



New Classmates
Oscar Organisation

“My name is Oscar Organisation 

and I am always organised. I 

finish my work on time and look 

after all of my belongings.”
I do



New Classmates

I do

Pete Persistence

“My name is Pete Persistence and I 

never give up, even when something 

is tricky or not fun to do.”



New Classmates

I do

Connie Confidence

“Hi, my name is Connie Confidence and 

I always speak confidently and give 

work a Red Hot Go, even when I am 

worried or if I’ve made a mistake ”



New Classmates

I do

Gabby Get Along

“My name is Gabby Get Along and I 

like to get along with other people. 

I work and play nicely with other 

children ”



New Classmates

I do

Ricky Resilience

“My name is Ricky Resilience and I 

am resilient. I know how to calm down 

when I’m sad, angry or worried about 

something.”
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Changes
• Physical environment: space, size of buildings, location, types of toilets, 

number of other children

• Rules and Procedures: times are more structured, eating and toileting 
rules, different rules for playground and classroom, lining up, putting up 
hand to speak

• Relationships: meeting lots of new children and adults, responding to 
children of different ages, different teachers for different subjects

• Learning:more formal experiences, structured times expectation to do set 
tasks, increasing independence









Heggerty’s





Reading Mastery



Maths (WTC)



Science & ……..



Fine Motor & Handwriting



See hand out











Tips for teaching the correct pencil grip:
Strengthen finger muscles – climbing, swimming, throwing, hanging……Lego, 
plasticine, digging, pegs, spray bottles

‘OK’ fingers, birds pecking beak

Mum and dad in the front and kids in the back

Hold a small pom pom, scrunched tissue, rock in the palm to keep fingers in 
the back.





Casey Caterpillar Handwriting 
Program

Casey Caterpillar











Developing independence
• Putting on and doing up shoes
• Eating and drinking without help
• Caring for and putting away things
• Using tissues to blow nose
• Going to the toilet independently
• Using playground equipment safely
• Carrying his/her own bag
• Identifying his/her own belongings
• Talk positively about the first day/week – don’t show your 

own anxiety





4 Years
- unwilling/unable to play cooperatively
- Speech difficult to understand
- Unable to follow directions with 2 steps
- Not toilet trained by day
- Unable to draw lines and circles
- Cannot pedal a tricycle
- Cannot catch, throw or kick a ball
- Cannot balance well standing on one leg



The First Day
• Be prepared – uniform, shoes, socks
• Practise wearing everything!
• Have a spare change of clothes in bag
• Eat a nutritious breakfast
• Include your child in the lunch packing so 

they know what to expect
• Drink bottle with water
• Label everything!
• Have an exit plan and stick to it.
• Tea, Tim Tams and Tissues back in the James Centre



24th January, 2022
• Arrive here at the James Centre at approximately 8:30am
• Lists will be up
• Find your child’s name & then class
• Helpers will be on hand to direct you to the classroom
• SCHOOL STARTS AT 8:45
• Use your exit plan when saying goodbye and return to the James 

Centre for Tim Tams (and tissues if required)


